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was to last for one year. Who actually wrote
this commission we do not know, but the Connecti-
cut men said afterwards that it arose from the
desire of the people who removed, because they
did not want to go away without a frame of govern-
ment agreed on beforehand and did not want to
recognize "any claymes of the Massachusetts
jurisdiction over them by vertew of Patent."
Apparently the people going to Connecticut
wanted to get as far away from Massachusetts
as possible.

Armed with their commission, in the summer of
1636, members of the Newtown church to the
number of about one hundred persons, led by
Thomas Hooker, their pastor, and Samuel Stone,
his assistant, made a famous pilgrimage under
summer skies through the woods that lay between
Massachusetts and the Connecticut River. Bear-
ing Mrs. Hooker in a litter and driving their cattle
before them, these courageous pioneers, men,
women, and children, after a fortnight's journey-
ing, reached Hartford, the site of their future
home, already occupied by those who had fore-
gathered there in number larger even than those
who had newly arrived. At about the same time,
William Pynchon and others of Roxbury, acting